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Dear Residents of the Calhoun Housing Authority!  
 
It is our great pleasure to introduce the new LEJO representatives 
based at our Imagination Station located at  
629 Harkins Street. They will be assisting the   
Calhoun Housing Authority staff in setting up 
our Section 3 Program. Section 3 is a HUD 
program intended to help residents with      
employment and training opportunities.  
 
I would like for all of our residents (Families 
and Seniors) to go visit the Station and meet Roberta 
Warmack, Belen Reyes and Maria Salazar. They have 
a strong interest and desire to help our residents in 
many different areas. They are extremely pleasant, 
knowledgeable and helpful.  
 
For those of you who are interested in becoming 
work ready or are looking for work - they will help you prepare a  
resume and become registered with 2Work Staffing Agency. They 
can also offer computer classes. 
 
We are proud to have Bobbie, Belen and Maria represent and assist 
us in meeting our new goals and objectives for our residents. Please 
stop in and check out what they have to offer. �
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Maria Zamora Salazar, Board President of LEJO,  was born in Tampico, Tamaulipas, Mexico in 1965 
and came to the United States at 3 years of age in the care of her  non-English speaking family which 
included her grandmother, 18 year old mother, 8 year old aunt, 10 year old uncle and 2 year old sister. 
After several years, her mother worked for the migrant council which is where Maria got her drive to 
help people in need.  After living in Texas for 10 years, she moved to Georgia in 
1993 after visiting Dalton for a family reunion.  She worked at Shaw Industries in 
International Sales for over 7 years until she was persuaded to join the all Latino 
owned new Spanish Language newspaper, La Voz.  She has been with LEJO for 
approximately 5 years beginning as a  member, then secretary until her newest 
commitment as board president. She has 3 daughters, is a girl scout leader for 
the LEJO 19 girl scout troop, chamber of commerce education member, soccer 
coach and 4H board member. Her message is that she never meets a stranger 
and it is never too late to learn. 

Bobbie Warmack (Roberta DeVille), Executive Directo r of LEJO, was born in Los Angeles         
California in 1954, and has 10 brothers and sisters.  The early part of her life she was raised in the  
projects in Watts, California and later the family moved to Compton where she lived until the age of 

18.  After one year of college, she married and had three daughters who are five 
years apart. Years later she returned to school and got a degree in accounting. 
Education is the main reason all the children were able to improve their lives, 
move out of the ghetto, and have a better life for their children.   

"Being from a low-income family was tough so our parents and grandparents 
always insisted on an education to improve our lives. We attended church each 
Sunday and always had meals together as a family.  Our parents taught us to 
work hard and learn all that we could.  There was always books in the house for 

us to read and    during the summer our mother would treat us to a regular visit at the library.  We     
experienced the civil rights movement, poverty as well as discrimination but we learned that no matter 
who you are or where you are from, an education changes everything.  My second   marriage to a 
Georgia boy brought me to Fairmount in 1992 where we continue to live.  It was a big change but I 
have always tried to keep an open mind and love learning about other cultures.  I learned how to     
garden, can fruits and vegetables, Southern cooking, how to make a good  biscuits, and a variety of 
ways to cook grits!    My message to each one of you is that we are all special 
in our own way and have something to share with others that no one can take 
away from us, so share it!  Make the   sacrifice for yourself and your children/
grandchildren, get a good education and motivate your children/grandchildren 
to do well in school and go on to college.  Always read and encourage others 
to read.  It is never too late to learn and help others.  Until God takes me home, 
I will continue helping others and learning all that I can." 

Belen Reyes, Assistant Director of LEJO .  I was born in Mexico in 1980, but 
not in a famous city or  anything that resembles one. I am from a small village in the state of Oaxaca 
and am the oldest child.  I have one brother and three sisters.  Ever since I was eight, I have always 
had the desire to become a teacher even though the odds of realizing my dream was extremely 
low.  Having such an idea during that time was considered outrageous because most people in the 
area never finish middle school. Most have to start working in the early years of their life in order to  
survive.     

Let me tell you a little about myself……….. 
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At the age of thirteen, I left home to find work in Mexico City in order to financially 
support my family.  In 1995, I came to the United States to live with my aunt in 
Miami, Florida where I began working in childcare and  housekeeping.  Having 
close relatives in Georgia I made the decision to move here in February of  2000, 
and began working in a carpet mill.  While living in Calhoun, Georgia I met a 
number of exceptional people who have been a positive influence in my life.   
 
    My daughter Melissa was born in October 2001, and it was during this       

transitional period of my life that I met Mrs. Roberta Warmack (Bobbie), the founder of  LEJO, who    
provided me with so much help.   
  
     A few years later I began to volunteer for LEJO and it was then that the desire to help others was 
born. I wanted to help adults as well as children improve their education.  This I felt would also help me 
become a better person and be a good example for my daughter, Melissa.   
 
    I have faced many challenges in my life.  The most difficult being the separation from my parents who 
live in  
 
Mexico and learning a new language, English, which I continue to study.  My 
deep desire to learn and improve my life and the life of my daughter helped me 
keep on keeping on.  From deep in my soul I have managed to handle the       
obstacles set before me, hold my head up high, and be proud of my                
heritage.  This is what I teach my child and all   children. 
  
    I truly believe that the sacrifice and suffering that one makes to improve their          
education, and in my case defy the odds, is well worth the price to better oneself 
and help others do the same.  Who would have ever thought that I would have a 
chance to attend Martha Berry College to study computer technology, be able to 
teach children and adults, and help run a non-profit organization such as LEJO.  I 
have also had the opportunity to associate with prominent people not only in our 
community but  in Atlanta. 
 
My desire is to complete my education and accomplish my goal of a degree in education, be a          
successful Latina (Hispanic woman), and continue to be a positive example for my daughter and others 
like me.  My message, never give up! 
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Habitat dedicates 10th house 
by Elizabeth Crumbly  

 
Dr. Bert Vaughn (left) conducts the devotional portion of the dedication as Elaine Thompson and her granddaughter Alexia 

Thompson, 7, look on. (Elizabeth Crumbly/ Staff) 
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   Cookies & Cream Egg 
 
 Ingredients 
Sugar Cookie Dough– your  favorite    
recipe or refrigerated. 
Whipped Topping 
Lemon Sherbet 
 

Directions: 
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